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TUSD Schools: The Gold Standard

Academically outstanding North High students,  
Jacqueline Tayra and Ahsan Zaman, have been awarded the 

prestigious Gates Millennium Scholarship. 
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proud to have two North High School students, 
Jacqueline Tayra and Ahsan Zaman, receive the 
prestigious Gates Millennium Scholarship. The 
scholarship is given to those deserving students 
who have a record of exceptional academic 
performance, a dedication to community services, 
and an initiative to be leaders among their 
peers. Both Jacqueline and Ahsan embody these 
distinguishing qualities, and I am confident that 
they will be successful in their future educational 
endeavors beyond North High.

Our district is very fortunate to have an engaged 
parent population, and they are an essential 
component to our continued success. The hundreds 
of parents who volunteer countless hours at our 
schools, supporting classrooms with their time, are 
a priceless resource. Our active parents have helped 
us build our parent partnerships collaboratively, 
for the benefit of all our students. Together, our 
schools, our families, and our community should be 
proud of the exemplary work they do.

As this school year wraps up, I would like to 
express my appreciation to all of our community 
partners for their unmatched support of our 
district. I look forward to a busy summer of 
planning for the upcoming school year. I hope 
everyone enjoys the summer. See you in September.

schools were chosen because they exemplify 
learning centers where students succeed as a 
result of dynamic teaching and a collaborative 
learning community.

Every year students throughout our district 
are awarded numerous scholarships for their 
accomplished academic records. This year we are 

Effective leadership is achieved through valuable communication 
and policy transparency with an engaged community. Having 
served in various leadership positions over the years, including 
Torrance City Council, I understand the necessity for dialogue 
and conversation. My colleagues and I on the on the School Board 
are committed to building strong relationships with the Torrance 
community so the school district can continue to grow and flourish. 
We have even made contacting us super easy by including our personal 
e-mails and phone numbers on the Torrance Unified School District 
Web site at www.tusd.org. I encourage you to call or e-mail us with 
comments and issues that are important to you, or even just to say hi.

We are fortunate to live in a town with engaged residents, and I want to 
continue to hear from community members on issues that matter to you. As a 
School Board member I am able to stay connected to the community I grew up 
in, have raised my family in, and have chosen to serve.

One of my favorite parts of School Board meetings is when residents, 
especially our high school students, come up and make comments about issues that 
are of significance to them. School Board meetings provide a great opportunity 
for community members to address the Board. We value transparency, and by 
attending School Board meetings, Torrance community members can gain a better 
understanding on our decision-making and policy-setting process.

Stay connected by attending School Board meetings. If you cannot attend a 

meeting, you can view them online by going to www.tusd.org and viewing them 
in the Board of Education section of the Web site. You can also view them by 
going directly to www.youtube.com and searching for tusdtv.

As this year winds down, we have so much to be proud of. Our students 
continue to excel and shine, our teachers exemplify the best of their profession, 
our support staff continues to provide essential services to our sites, and our 
administrators continue to lead with creativity and innovation. An especially 
cool part of my job as a School Board member is being able to hand out 
diplomas at middle and high school graduations. At the end of the day, being 
able to celebrate their accomplishments with them and their families makes the 
job worthwhile. I look forward to seeing our students’ joyful faces at this year’s 
celebrations. Feel free to say hello! We like that!

I hope the summer holds fun and adventure for you all. See you next year!

Torrance Unified School District 
(TUSD) can proudly boast a 
95.5-percent graduation rate, one of 
the highest in the state of California. 
Our students are constantly being 
recognized for their academic and 
extracurricular activities. Whether 
they are being accepted to the 
colleges of their choice or receiving 
honors in debate, choir, robotics, 
athletics, or dance competitions, our 

students are able to achieve their goals because of 
the talented team of teachers, classified employees, 
and administrators that works tirelessly to ensure 
their success. I have always said that our goal is 
to maximize student achievement. We are able to 
accomplish this goal because our educators focus 
on growth models for each individual student, 
making certain the student’s educational needs are 
met. During the month of May, we celebrate the 
week of the teacher, the nurse, and the classified 
employee. Please remember to thank them for their 
unwavering commitment and service.

I am very excited that three of our schools – 
Jefferson Middle School, Richardson Middle School, 
and West High School – are the recipients of the 
2015 California Gold Ribbon Schools Award. These 
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 Pinkeye is kind of a wastebasket term — a lot 
of things get thrown into it. When we talk 
about pinkeye, we usually mean bacterial 
conjunctivitis, but many things can cause 
the eye to become red or inflamed, including 
viruses, allergies, contact lenses or air 
pollutants.

Conjunctivitis is any inflammation of the clear 
membranes covering the white of the eye and 
the inner side of the eyelid. The same viruses 
that are responsible for colds and infections 
of the ear, sinuses and throat can also cause 
conjunctivitis. Children with viral conjunctivitis 
do not benefit from taking antibiotics. The 
condition is contagious, however, and they may 
need to stay home from school until the fever or 
other symptoms resolve.

Does my child have pinkeye? 
When a child’s eye becomes itchy and red, parents can become alarmed and 
assume their child has bacterial conjunctivitis, but many conditions can cause 
eye redness and irritation and only some of them are contagious.

Health News
by Sandra Vizireanu, MD 

Dr. Vizireanu is a family medicine physician 
at the UCLA Health office in Redondo 
Beach, located at 514 N. Prospect Ave.,  
and sees patients of all ages.

If the reddened eye also develops a green 
or yellow discharge (pus), bacterial 
conjunctivitis or pinkeye is usually the 
cause. Children with allergic conjunctivitis 
typically have a watery discharge from the 
eye, but no pus or discharge.

Preventing pinkeye
Bacterial conjunctivitis easily spreads from 
eye to eye and person to person. The best 
way to prevent the spread of infection is 
through frequent hand washing. Children 
with bacterial conjunctivitis should see a 
doctor immediately and should not return 
to school until 24 hours after beginning a 
course of antibiotic eye drops or ointment.

Children who suffer from allergies 
or have a family history of hay fever, 
asthma or eczema are prone to allergic 
conjunctivitis, which causes itchy eyes 
but is treatable, and not contagious. 
This type of inflammation is usually 
accompanied by nasal symptoms 
including a runny nose or stuffiness and 
a recent exposure to allergens such as 
cats, dogs, dust or pollen.

Children with any type of conjunctivitis — 
whether caused by bacteria, viruses or 
allergies — typically awaken with crust 
in one or both eyes. Some children also 
complain of a sandy or gritty feeling in the 
eye. You can gently remove the crust by 
using warm compresses.

When to take your child to the doctor

Pinkeye is fairly common and unlikely to cause long-term vision or eye problems if promptly 
treated. See a doctor immediately if your child develops any of the following symptoms:

• Eye redness accompanied by green or yellow pus

• Vision suddenly becomes blurry

• Eyes become sensitive to light

• Significant eye pain or swelling

• Inability to open eyes due to pain or photosensitivity

https://www.uclahealth.org/redondo-beach/Pages/default.aspx
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Congratulations Class of 2015!
It is always nice to see a headline 

that says “Accomplishing Our 
Mission” and Torrance Education 
Foundation has done just that. Please 
see their article on the next page.

This issue is very informative with  
spelling bees, technology wizards, 
celebrating Earth Day, Parent Night, 
school construction updates, and so 
much more...enjoy!

Our next issue is October 28th. 
Have a wonderful summer and please 
remember to include reading among 
your summer activities.

Apply online today at www.elcamino.edu/free

ECC has two summer sessions:
Eight-week session begins

Monday, June 22
Six-week session begins

Tuesday, July 7

Free college classes available to eligible 
high school juniors and seniors!*

Earn college credits while still in high school! 

EL CAMINO COLLEGE

Eligible high school juniors and seniors must apply online and submit a Concurrent Enrollment 
Application. For more information visit www.elcamino.edu/free.

*Enrollment fees are waived for California residents.

FREE Summer Classes at El Camino College!
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Torrance Council of PTAs
www.torrancecouncilofptas.org

Advocating for Students
By Janet Tajii, President

Torrance Council of PTAs is extremely proud of the accomplishments of the 
council and unit PTAs for the 2014–2015 school year. Our volunteers for the 30 
units and the council have served a total of 470,805 hours, a value of $9,416,100!

Each PTA unit and council has awarded scholarships to graduating high 
school seniors. This year the PTAs have awarded 80 scholarships totaling 
$42,490! Additionally we had one high school senior receive a scholarship from 
the California State PTA.

In the Reflections contest, a National 
PTA arts recognition and achievement 
program, a Torrance Council of PTAs 
student won first place at the California 
State PTA level, and his work has 
been sent to National PTA for judging. 
Another Torrance Council student had 
art work was on display at the California 
State PTA convention in Sacramento in 
late April.

Our PTA units have provided a multitude of programs for the schools, 
including Healthy Ever After, Adventures in Art. science assemblies, 
social studies assemblies, carnivals, robotics, spelling bees, skate nights, 
multicultural weeks, fun runs, service clubs, Read Across America, test prep 
classes, personal finance classes, parent education, and more!

Our council and units are already preparing for next year, attending training 
sessions, and getting ideas for programs, fund-raisers, and membership drives. 
Our goal is to effectively advocate for all students. You can help us attain that 
goal by joining your unit PTA. Everyone is welcome!

Our goal is to effectively advocate  

for all students.  

You can help us attain that goal  

by joining your unit PTA.  

Everyone is welcome!
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Torrance Education Foundation
P.O. Box 1397, Torrance, CA 90505 • 310/972-6418 • www.torranceeducationfoundation.org

Accomplishing Our Mission
By Dee Hardison, President

The 2014-15 Torrance Education Foundation (TEF) scholarship winners  
were honored at a reception in April at an automotive museum, with 40 out of 
the 41 scholarship recipients in attendance along with members of their families.

TEF also provides students of all grade levels the opportunity to attend a 
variety of enrichment classes for elementary and middle school students during 
the summer. In addition, they host academic classes for high school students 
from Torrance and surrounding South Bay schools. This summer will be the 
South Bay Enrichment Academy’s seventh year; the Academy has served over 
12,000 students over the past six summers. The Academy is accredited by the 
Western Association of Schools and Colleges (WASC) and is recognized by the 
National Collegiate Athletic Association (NCAA). For more information, please 
visit our website.

TEF is proud to be the largest donor to the Torrance Unified School  
District! We appreciate the support of the parents and local business 
community in helping us to fulfill our mission statement: “to enrich the 
educational experience for students of the Torrance Unified School District.”

The 2014-2015 Scholarship winners Ahsan Zaman, North High; Alice Duan, West High;  
Rachel Longjohn, Torrance High; and Eric Xu, South High with Natalie Thompson representative.

Miller Children’s & Women’s Hospital Long Beach
2801 Atlantic Ave., Long Beach, CA 90806 • 800-MEMORIAL • MillerChildrens.org/NICU

What is Prematurity?
With the advancement of medicine and prenatal care, 

prematurity is declining in the United States. In 2006, the 
pre-term birth rate was 12.8 percent and in 2013, it dropped to 
11.4. Even with all of the advancements, 1 in 9 babies are born 
prematurely in the U.S. each year.

Prematurity is when a baby is born at least three weeks before 
the designated due date (37 weeks). A full-term baby is born 
between 37 and 40 weeks.

When a baby is born prematurely, they are more likely to 
experience health problems and may need to spend time in the 
neonatal intensive care unit (NICU). Even if a woman has a 
“normal” pregnancy, there is still a risk of having a premature 
baby. Some known risk factors for prematurity, include:

• Previous premature birth
• Multiples (twins, triplets)

• Problems with uterus/cervix
• Chronic health problems
• Certain infections during pregnancy 
• Alcohol, tobacco and drug usage
If a woman is experiencing a “normal” pregnancy and does not have any of 

the known risk factors, it is still important for her to go to her regular check-
ups to ensure the health of the baby. Issues may arise, so it is important to be 
as prepared as possible and communicate with the physician during the entire 
pregnancy. 

2801 Atlantic Ave., Long Beach, CA 90806 • 800-MEMORIAL • MillerChildrens.org/NICU

Antoine 
Soliman, MD

Medical Director, 
Neonatal 

Intensive Care Unit, 
Miller Children’s & 
Women’s Hospital 

Long Beach

http://www.millerchildrenshospitallb.org/NICU
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Adams Elementary
2121 238th St., Torrance, CA 90501 • 310/533-4480 • adams.tusd.org

The Incredible Westward Movement
By Bryan Terrazas, 5th-grader,  
Mrs. Arevalo’s 4/5 Combination Class

Lights! Camera! Action! It was an exciting day in April, the 
day of our amazing play, “The Incredible Westward Movement.” 
The play was about the westward movement in the United States 
from that trailblazer Daniel Boone to that golden day in April, 
Utah, of ’69. The best part in my opinion was the finale when we 
all sang “The Golden Spike,” a song about the completion of the 
Transcontinental Railroad.

I thought the singing was terrific and the acting was 
great. The audience loved our play. Most parts made them laugh, and it was 
entertaining, not to forget educational.

“Amazing!” one student said. “Great play,” said another. A golden day was 
had by all.

Dr. Kumi  
Toyoda-Smart

Principal

Anza Elementary
21400 Ellinwood Dr., Torrance, CA 90503 • 310/533-4559 • anzaelementary.org

Spelling Bee!
Torrance held its First Annual Spelling Bee! Fourth and 

fifth grade students from Adams, Anza, Towers, and Wood 
elementary schools competed against each other at Hull Middle 
School on April 30, 2015 to find the first TUSD champion. The 
students were selected in smaller class competitions and then in 
grade level competition. The top 5 students in each grade level 
moved on to the district competition. All of the 40 students were 
amazing, focused and determined! Adina P., a fourth grader 
from Anza, took overall district champion and 5 of the 10 Anza 

students placed. The winning word was “parsimonious”. Congratulations to all 
of the students and their families!

Barbara Marks
Principal

Arlington Elementary
17800 Van Ness Ave., Torrance, CA 90504 • 310/533-4519 • arlingtonpta.com

Earth Day
Arlington Elementary School celebrated Earth Day all week 

long! We kicked off our planned activities with a school-wide 
photo from the air! With the help of our PTA and 5th Grade 5 Star 
students, all planned activities focused on teaching our students 
to be environmentally responsible Super Stars! Our students had 
the chance to be Trash Busters, cleaning up our school campus. 
It was amazing how clean and litter-free our school grounds 
were by Friday. Our students and staff were challenged to bring 

a trash free lunches 
and to continue to 
sort our waste as 
compost, recycle or 
landfill. Arlington 
school, with the 
support of the PTA, 
switched from 
using Styrofoam 
lunch trays to 
100% recyclable 
cardboard trays, 
too.  Our school 
strives to teach 
our students to be 
environmentally 
responsible not just 
on Earth “Day” but 
every day.

Dr. Vicki Hath
Principal

Arnold Elementary
4100 W. 227th St., Torrance, CA 90505 • 310/533-4524 • arnold.tusd.org

Five Decades Strong!
Arnold Elementary celebrated its 50th birthday this year 

as we continued a tradition of academic excellence and strong 
community values. Throughout the year, our Arnold Alleycats 
were busy with many fun and enriching activities. The Aquarium 
of the Pacific, Madrona Marsh, Rancho Dominguez Adobe, 
Banning Museum, Mission San Gabriel, Page Museum and the 
Armstrong Theater are just some of the study trips taken to bring 
the curriculum to life.

Six of our students were recognized at the District Science 
Fair, two of our students were recognized at the district-level Reflections 
Contest, our Track Team has been practicing three times a week to prepare 
for the upcoming districtwide meet, and our GATE students are studying for 
the upcoming Academic Pentathlon. We kept busy on campus as well! In our 
classes, we became independent thinkers as we learned how to ask deeper-level 
questions and clearly explain solutions we found. We wrote, experimented, read 
and solved challenging problems both on our own and collaboratively. We had 
science, literature, history and character assemblies. We even stepped back in 
time as we walked through California and the Revolution.

On one very special night, over 50 of our students were brave enough to 
share their talents with a packed house at our annual Variety Show with the 
theme of “Best Day of My Life.” And to top it all off, we had a 50th Birthday 
Carnival with former faculty, staff, students and families in attendance. What a 
great birthday year it has been at Arnold Elementary!

Justine Lang
Principal
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Calle Mayor Middle School
4800 Calle Mayor, Torrance, CA 90505 • 310/533-4548 • callemayor.tusd.org

Talented Students
Calle Mayor Middle School students showcased their talents at 

this year’s talent show! Teachers Mr. Balderas, Mr. Stavropoulos, 
Mrs. Acosta-Snustead, and Mr. Mitchell helped put this amazing 
night together for the community to enjoy.

Student bands performed some great musical hits, student 
singers sang to the highest notes, student dancers danced the 
night away, and student drummers drummed us into the late 
evening hours, all for a supportive audience. 

If you missed this wonderful event, it occurs annually, so watch our school 
marquee for its return.

The staff, students, and community have built an amazing garden, provided 
through a grant written by Mrs. Litton and funded by donations and grants 
from an international oil company, Torrance Memorial Medical Center, and Boy 
Scout Troop 966. The students have truly taken ownership of it.

Have a wonderful and safe summer, and we look forward to showcasing many 
more great things happening at Calle Mayor.Dave Mosley

Principal

Carr Elementary
3404 W. 168th St., Torrance, CA 90504 • 310/533-4467 • carr.tusd.org

Read to Achieve
At the end of May, the students in grades one to five at Carr 

School will participate in a Fitness Clinic hosted by the Los 
Angeles Lakers. This Clinic was awarded to Carr as a grand prize 
for their 90 percent completion rate in this year’s Lakers “Read to 
Achieve” reading challenge.

During the months of January and February our Carr students 
were challenged to read for 15 minutes daily, or complete six 
chapter books in a six-week period. For their participation, all 
students who completed the challenge received a certificate of 
completion and a Lakers prize.

In addition, schools with a high overall completion rate were entered into a 
drawing to win a fitness clinic hosted by the Los Angeles Lakers.

As a part of the fitness clinic, students perform fitness activities focused 
on improving agility, balance, strength, body mechanics, and cardiovascular 
endurance. All participants learn the importance of proper nutrition, hydration, 
and how to prevent injuries. The focus of the clinic is to make physical fitness 
fun while also encouraging students to stay active and healthy.

Thank you, Lakers, for making both reading and physical fitness a priority in 
our community.

Dick Peterson
Principal

Casimir Middle School
17220 Casimir Ave., Torrance, CA 90504 • 310/533-4498 • casimir.tusd.org

Mentors All Around
One of the characteristics that sets Torrance apart from other 

school districts is the close collaboration and participation among 
the elementary and middle schools that feed the local high 
school. Casimir feels very fortunate to be affiliated directed with 
Arlington and Lincoln elementary schools and to have students 
then matriculate on to North High. Our band director outreaches 
on a regular basis to the elementary schools to encourage 
students to participate in band or chorus at Casimir and then 
to continue on that path when they move on to North. The band 

director at North encourages our students to participate during football half-
times on a regular basis.

Casimir’s iLEAD students, selected for a variety of reasons, regularly create 
activities to share with students at Arlington and Lincoln. These interactions 
are usually based on leadership games to increase or identify the younger 
student’s leadership skills as well as provide collaboration time for grade-
level teachers. Additionally our iLEAD students, along with the Casimir 
Student Council, have been training as “professional ambassadors” to assist 
professionals who come to speak on a variety of jobs. These are all skills that 
are translating into creating caring and successful high school students.

North High has also been reaching out to Casimir and creating opportunities 
for their students to speak with Casimir and Magruder students about the rigor 
as well as the fun available at North High. North High School students have 
come to speak to eighth-grade students as well as the general student body 
about what happens in high school and how to get the most out of your high 
school experience.

The work of the teachers, students and administrators at all of these school 
are creating an environment that supports student learning at high levels and 
fosters a sense of greater community in the North area.

Susie Holmes
Principal

Please see our ad on the back page.
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Edison Elementary
3800 W. 182nd St., Torrance, CA 90504 • 310/533-4513 • edison.tusd.org

Edison Enrichment
Edison has hosted a series of after-school enrichment classes 

for our GATE and high-achieving students that are taught by 
fifth-grade teacher Ms. Hinman. One particular session focused 
on the fundamentals of physics and teamwork to build structures 
with planks.

Their goal was to have balls travel the slowest down the 
ramps. Students used KEVA building planks to create their 
platforms, and a friendly competition ensued to see whose ball 
could travel the slowest and farthest. The students experienced 
the relationships of force and motion while also exploring what 
worked best.

Additional classes included building Lego Mindstorm robots, snap circuit 
remote controlled rovers, and wacky and weird contraptions. 

Throughout the 
year, Ms. Hinman 
also participated 
in professional 
development around 
differentiating 
instruction to 
maximize student 
learning. Her students 
benefited from 
her application of 
advanced techniques, 
and she was also able 
to lead site learning 
discussions for the 
entire staff. Thanks to 
her efforts, everyone 
benefitted.

Dr. Erin Lahr
Principal

Fern Elementary
1314 Fern Ave., Torrance, CA 90503 • 310/533-4506 • fern.tusd.org

Making a Difference
Falcon Ambassadors are in agreement with Margaret Mead’s 

famous quote, “Never doubt that a small group of thoughtful, 
committed citizens can change the world; indeed, it’s the only 
thing that ever has.” Since the launch of our Falcon Ambassadors 
group at Fern Elementary School, over 20 fourth-grade students 
have dedicated their lunch recesses to helping their younger peers.

In January, interested fourth-grade students had the 
opportunity to apply to become a Falcon Ambassador. After 
selection and parental consent, the students then received 

several days of training on how to facilitate friendships and implement effective 
strategies to resolve conflict. Under the guidance of fourth-grade teacher-leader 
Jessica Garcia, this new program has been extremely successful.

These Ambassadors are now modeling life skills such as respect, empathy, 
and problem solving to their younger peers on the playground. The program is a 
win-win for both the younger students and the Ambassadors!

Debbie Mabry
Principal

Hickory Elementary
2800 W. 227th St., Torrance, CA 90505 • 310/533-4672 • w1.hickory.tusd.org

What a Year!
Hickory continues to provide its students and parents with 

well-balanced and engaging educational experiences. Our school 
has always introduced events and activities that bring families 
and friends together.

In January we had our annual Family Math Night. Teachers 
and PTA volunteers helped to turn the cafeteria into a wonderful 
math lab. Children and parents were focused on problem solving, 
building geometric shapes using string and straws, and compiling 
data on graphs and charts. Math games and estimation jars are 
always a favorite with families.

In February, several primary grades marked the 100th day of school by 
sharing their counting collections of, well ... 100 items of course! We ended 
the month with a “MAD Science Night” complete with several rocket launches 
into the night sky. Our Jog-A-Thon and Central Area Common Core Night were 
highlighted in March.

Our Student Showcase and Science Fair kicked off the month of April. 
Teachers led by Mrs. Nagaoka designed our first Family Science Night. All of 
the activities were focused on science, technology, engineering, and math. 
Parents and children worked collaboratively to problem solve, invent, design, 
and test their theories. It was a wonderful evening of hands-on exploration.

We ended the month with a very successful Career Day. Parents came to 
school and shared information about their careers. We are so fortunate to have 
the kind of parents who are willing to come and share their knowledge.

The careers ranged from acting to law to medicine and science. We had 
presentations by police, firefighters, lifeguards, engineers, and entrepreneurs. 
Our students were very inspired!

Edna  
Schumacher

Principal

Jefferson Middle School
21717 Talisman St., Torrance, CA 90503 • 310/533-4794 • jefferson.tusd.org

Summer Learning
Summer is the perfect time for unique learning opportunities 

for children to enrich their minds while keeping engaged. 
Families can launch into summertime learning while preparing 
children for next year’s grade by looking ahead and aligning 
standards and curricular themes to family activities. Parents 
can then create rewarding family experiences while building 
on children’s contextual background information. For instance, 
if your child is advancing into the seventh grade, make the 
medieval era a fun focus for the summer. Plan an afternoon at a 

local museum, tour a rancho, or head to the library to chase history through the 
pages of a book. Visiting a local university is another meaningful activity and 
means to promote higher learning.

Summer programs are an additional asset to the school year. Consider 
signing your child up for a Torrance library reading program, enrolling in the 
TEF Summer Session or at El Camino College, or having them attend a local 
educational camp. When expanded learning partners such as the Torrance 
Educational Foundation work closely with our schools, enriching activities 
are created to reinforce learning from the year into the summer. Expanded 
learning programs have the unique capacity to increase time with curriculum, 
highlight key concepts identified for mastery, and engage students with 
additional caring adults who provide support and connect students to school.

In light of newer expectations with the implementation of Common Core 
Standards, no time could be better than summer for participating in an 
expanded learning program as an effective support to student learning.

Kara Heinrich
Principal
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J.H. Hull Middle School
3420 W. 229th Pl., Torrance, CA 90505 • 310/533-4516 • hull.tusd.org

A Positive Culture
At Hull Middle School, we are always striving to foster a positive 

environment where students feel safe and secure. At the end of last 
year, a team of staff members was trained in Positive Behavioral 
Interventions and Supports (PBIS), which has been successful in 
over 7,000 schools. With this team’s dedication and the support 
of our staff, we have implemented a school-wide system approach 
that is fostering a more positive culture on campus.

Our effective system has a number of major components: a 
small number of positively stated expectations for all students 

and staff; procedures for teaching these expectations to students; and a 
procedure for monitoring and evaluation of the effectiveness on a regular basis. 
At Hull, the three major expectations are respect, responsibility, and safety, and 
all of these have specific expectations that are required in different locations on 
campus.

For example, when we are respectful in class or in the library, we follow 
directions, use appropriate language and a quiet voice, use positive words, 
walk in quietly, and are prepared to learn. When we are responsible, we get 
to class on time, bring required materials, complete assignments, and write 
assignments in our planner. When we are being safe, we keep our hands and 
feet to ourselves, use classroom materials appropriately, push chairs in, and 
enter and exit the classroom walking.

Our entire staff plays a huge role by teaching, modeling, practicing and 
rewarding appropriate behavior and having clear consequences for targeted 
behaviors. We strongly believe that teaching behavioral expectations and 
rewarding students for following them is a much more positive approach than 
waiting for misbehaviors to occur. Several classes held a recent poster contest, 
and it was evident that all of us aspire to be truly Hawksome!

Barry Lafferty
Principal

OFFICES LOCATED IN:
Torrance, Carson, Redondo Beach,

Hermosa Beach, and Manhattan Beach

Appointments scheduled
M-F 7:30 a.m. – 4 p.m.

Need to
See a Doctor Today?

The Torrance Memorial Physician Network
offers same day appointments for patients

needing a primary care physician.

Call now and schedule an appointment.
310-891-6717

For more details visit
TMPhysicianNetwork.org/sameday

Dr. Mary Beth Miller
Primary Care

3333 Skypark Drive, Suite 100, Torrance

Dr. Teresa Miller
Pediatrician

705 Pier Avenue, Hermosa Beach

Dr. Michael Yu
Primary Care

3333 Skypark Drive, Suite 100, Torrance

Dr. Wayley Louie
Pediatrician

855 Manhattan Beach Blvd., Suite 103
Manhattan Beach

Lincoln Elementary
2418 W. 166th St., Torrance, CA 90504 • 310/533-4464 • lincoln.tusd.org

You’re the Best!
How quickly the 2014–2015 school year has flown by—and 

what an incredible year it’s been! As always, not only are we 
committed to providing a quality education for our students but 
also countless to providing opportunities for them to discover 
their strengths, nurture their individuality, and create lifelong 
memories, all while getting ready and prepared for college, 
career, and beyond.

As I take a moment to reflect on the wonderful school year 
we’ve had, I recall the many great activities and events that 
took place throughout this school year. We not only enjoyed our 

traditional programs, such as music, library, and art, but also extracurricular 
activities, such as chorus, chess, science clubs, sculpting, drawing and 
construction toy classes—Phew! We were busy! We also got to show our fashion 
sense and encourage our school spirit through theme days, held in conjunction 
with spreading the important messages of Red Ribbon Week, Read Across 
America, and Buddies Week.

With all that we’ve accomplished this year, I immediately think about how 
grateful I am for the dedicated teachers, staff, and parents who work so hard 
to ensure that Lincoln Elementary School remains a positive, productive place 
for children. The time, effort, and energy never go unnoticed and are truly 
appreciated!

As for my Lincoln Lions, you’re the best! Thank you for your commitment to 
learn and grow with each passing year. Thank you for taking care of each other 
and being safe, respectful, and responsible in the process. I wish you the best in 
all you do!

Katherine 
Castleberry

Principal

http://www.tmphysiciannetwork.org/Same-Day-Appointments.aspx?furl=sameday


10  www.schoolnewsrollcall.com

Lynn Middle School 
5038 Halison St., Torrance, CA 90503 • 310/533-4495 • bertlynn.tusd.org

Creative Computing
The biggest career opportunities for our students in the 

foreseeable future will require computer programming skills. 
Besides the obvious science and engineering applications, 
a working knowledge of computer programming has become 
necessary in almost every field imaginable. In addition to learning 
computer languages, critical thinking skills must also be developed.

In Mr. Tambara’s computer science class, students are becoming 
tomorrow’s technology wizards. They learn programming concepts 
through different languages, such as Scratch, JavaScript, Processing, 

and Python. Many have drawn on their artistic side, incorporating music, videos, 
and drawings into their projects. Students also created their own personal apps for 
smart phones!

Since almost all electronic items are now computerized, Mr. T’s students 
have learned to write code to control electronic circuits and sensors using 
Arduino microcontrollers, and they have designed, built, and programmed 
LEGO Mindstorms robots. Having a computer do exactly what you want it to is 
a real-world superpower!

LeRoy Jackson Jr.
Principal

LAUNCH Preschool Programs
4100 W. 227th St., Torrance, CA 90505 • 310/972-6500x2550 • launch.tusd.org

Thank You, Volunteers!
LAUNCH Preschool is a very special place. Our students, our 

teachers, our support staff, our amazing PTA, and our parents 
all partner to create an environment that is enriching, safe, 
fun, and educational for our students. We also have phenomenal 
community support.

The Calle Mayor Middle School California Junior Scholarship 
Federation (CJSF) has provided over 40 seventh- and eighth-
grade volunteers for our carnival for the past two years. 

Dr. Elaine 
Semple
Principal

North High School
3620 W. 182nd St., Torrance, CA 90504 • 310/533-4412 • northhighschool.org

Accomplished Scholars
As the 2014–15 school year nears completion, North High 

School reflects on our highly successful year! We are proud of 
the accomplishments, scholarship, and leadership shown by our 
students! North is a multi-lingual, multi-cultural environment. 
Thirty-nine Saxons will receive the coveted Seal of Biliteracy 
Award in June, indicating advanced proficiency in two languages. 
An impressive number of students received multiple acceptances 
and scholarship offers, and two of our extraordinary students 
won the highly competitive Gates Millennium Scholarship!

North is the only Torrance Unified School District school with 
a Junior Reserve Officer Training (JROTC) program. Our program has won 
the All Army Championship and the All Service Championship for the states 
of California and Arizona for the past five years! For more information visit 
http://northhighschooljrotc.wix.com/saxons. Mayor Pat Furey was the keynote 
speaker at the Saxon Military Ball on Saturday, May 2.

North’s female athletes had an exceptional and historic year! For the first 
time in our history, the Saxon girls varsity basketball team won the division 
championship! Congratulations to Coach Lauren Kamiyama and all of our 
scholar-athletes! Our varsity girls softball team is also a top contender for the 
CIF championship!

One of North High’s teachers, Mr. Jay Estabrook, recently received a $6,000 
grant in support of his environmental studies classes and Ecology Club! Our 
dedicated and talented teachers, support staff, and parents work together to 
create a uniquely friendly and loving environment, where diversity and mutual 
respect are celebrated. Working with such fine people is inspirational and 
deeply rewarding!

Dr. Ron  
Richardson

Principal

Under the guidance of Wes Fowler and Kim Lee, these incredible students 
man all of our booths, set up, run the games, entertain the students, interact 
with parents, take money, make popcorn and cotton candy, and clean up! They 
are unwaveringly cheerful, helpful, fun, and resourceful.

We are absolutely certain that the success of our carnivals rests with CJSF. 
They are truly a testament to the positive, service-oriented attitude of the Calle 
community.

Congratulations 
Class of 2015!

http://northhighschooljrotc.wix.com/saxons


Covering the Torrance Unified School diSTricT June—september 2015  11

Madrona Middle School
21364 Madrona Ave., Torrance, CA 90503 • 310/533-4562 • madrona.tusd.org

Recognizing STEAM and Service
Madrona Middle School has taken time to reflect on the 

achievements of our students. We would like to take time to 
recognize several of them for their continuing accomplishments.

Nicholas Levers was recognized in the PTSA Reflections 
program, where he won first place honors at the school, district, 
and 33rd District PTA regionals for photography! Kaitlin Lim 
also achieved individual honors outside the classroom, placing 
first in the National Junior Forensics League’s Debate and Public 
Speaking program at the state level in poetry. Her effort won 

recognition from amongst 50 fellow competitors, and she will be participating 
in the national competition in Dallas this month!

Wyatt Javate was Madrona’s recent representative to the city’s Students 
and Government Day, where he assumed the role of city manager for a day and 
assisted in conducting the city council meeting. Our Model United Nations 
(MUN) students, under the guidance of Ms. Wooldridge, were recently 
rewarded for their year-long efforts at the MUN awards banquet, where they 
picked up several competitive awards.

Madrona’s California Junior Scholastic Federation (CJSF) organized the first 
annual walk-t-Thon. Funds will be used to purchase a climbing wall, which will 
be installed on campus once our gymnasium is finished. Our drama department 
completed a production of “Romeo and Harriet” to standing ovations and a 
packed house. Congratulations to Ms. Poelvoorde and her students on their 
successful run!

As you can see, it’s been a busy spring for Science, Technology, Engineering, 
the Arts, and Mathematics (STEAM) and service on our campus. We look 
forward to continuing these important events and achievements.

Chris Lipsey
Principal

Richardson Middle School
23751 Nancy Lee Lane, Torrance, CA 90505 • 310/533-4790 • richardsonmiddleschool.org

An Exemplary School
The Richardson Middle 

School community was recently 
recognized as a 2015 California 
Gold Ribbon Award School by 
the California Department of 
Education. The California Gold 
Ribbon Schools Award was 
created to honor exemplary 
schools while the California 

Distinguished Schools Program is on hiatus 
during the period of time required for the 
state to transition to its new assessment and 
accountability systems.

The focus of the California Gold Ribbon 
Schools Award is to recognize those schools 
that have Model Programs which have made 
tremendous gains in implementing the 
academic content and performance standards 
adopted by the State Board of Education.

Richardson Middle School was recognized 
as a 2015 Gold Ribbon Award School based on 
the Common Core Math Readiness and Next 
Generation Science Standards Readiness 
models. The Richardson community takes 
great pride in continuing to grow and improve, 
while also striving to meet the values of its 
school motto, “Excellence of Mind, Strength of 
Character.”

Dr. Chad Mabery
Principal

Magruder Middle School
4100 W. 185th St., Torrance, CA 90504 • 310/533-4527 • magruder.tusd.org

A Winning Team
Much has changed since the beginning of the school 

year, especially how Magruder Middle School teachers do 
business during our Professional Learning Community (PLC) 
collaboration. After sending a team of teachers to a district–
sponsored PLC conference in September, our teachers have 
worked collaboratively the last nine months toward establishing 
a “guaranteed and viable” curriculum. This process has allowed 
our Mighty Mustangs to actively engage in implementing our PLC 
program as it was designed.

Our journey began by establishing two consensus core values: We 
believe that all students can learn at high levels; and we, as educators, take 
responsibility to ensure that all students learn at these high levels.

Having established our core values, we began our discussion about the 
differences between “intended, implemented and attained” curriculum and 
how to ensure that we were “attaining” that which we were “intending.” Our 
teachers began working in teams to establish collaborative meeting norms, 
determine critical and essential skills, and design lessons based on these skills. 
Teacher teams then worked collaboratively on common formative assessments, 
the results of which created the springboard and anchor by which all remaining 
collaboration has continued; the teachers conduct weekly examinations of 
student work through the lens of established skills for the purpose of using this 
relevant and timely data to inform daily instruction.

So, each and every Tuesday morning, teachers reflect on student work 
products from the prior week, identify common errors, and remedy these 
errors with instructional solutions, after which they determine upcoming 
opportunities to extend learning for all students. With this information in hand, 
they determine an action plan for the upcoming week and implement the plan 
to ensure that all students are succeeding.

Chris Sheck
Principal
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Seaside Elementary
4651 Sharynne Lane, Torrance, CA 90505 • 310/533-4532 • seaside.tusd.org

Caring Care Team!
Torrance is a special place with a strong community that 

supports the growth and development of our smallest members. 
Our district and local businesses team up for projects.

Recently, the Care Team from a national hotel chain visited 
Seaside to work with two classrooms in the front garden. Weeds 
were pulled, plants were trimmed, and new plants were put in the 
ground to grow and bloom. In the photo, you can see Stephanie 
Yee, a Seaside parent and Care Team member, working with 
students along with Care Team leader Keyla Bass.

Seaside is quite thankful for the team’s participation. They’ve supported 
many events that include the annual Monster Mash, our Fun Run, PTA night 
events and fund-raisers. The Care Team consists of hotel employees working 
out of the goodness of their hearts to support students. What a fine example of 
community involvement! Thank you, Care Team!

Michele Bauer
Principal

Torrance Elementary
2125 Lincoln Ave., Torrance, CA 90501 • 310/533-4500 • torranceel.tusd.org

Looking to The Past
Each year the Torrance Elementary PTA awards scholarships 

to past students. The Scholarship Award Ceremony is one of the 
school year’s most rewarding traditions. Seniors from all over are 
encouraged to apply. There is only one requirement: the applicant 
must have attended Torrance Elementary.

Once the applications are collected, a committee of PTA 
members reviews each packet. The candidates are discussed and 
the selection is made. The recipients are informed of their award 
and are asked to attend a school-wide ceremony. The Scholarship 

winners, their families, the Torrance Elementary School staff, and current 
students all come together for the celebration.

The seniors are also asked to prepare a short acceptance speech. Usually 
they thank the PTA and share some special memory they have from their time at 
Torrance. They are each given a bouquet of flowers and their scholarship award.

It is a beautiful blending of past and present. The current students develop 
an understanding of the success possible through hard work and perseverance.

This annual event took place on May 16. Two Torrance students received 
scholarships: Ariel Codilla from Torrance High, and Jeannie Kim from South High.

It is always very interesting to see the paths our students choose, where 
they end up, and what a wonderful future they create. Torrance Elementary is 
extremely proud of its students both past and present!

Dr. Kelly Joseph
Principal

Shery High School
2600 Vine St., Torrance, CA 90501 • 310/533-4440 • shery.tusd.org

Parent Education Night
Thanks to the generous 

donations from the Gary 
Drevno family, parents from 
Gene Drevno Community Day 
School & Kurt T. Shery High 
School got to experience a 
fantastic Parent Education 
Night with guest speaker 
Christine MacInnis, TUSD 

school counselor and LMFT. The topic 
for the evening was “Creating Motivation 
– Tools to Build Success in Your Child.” 
This interactive learning experience gave 
parents the tools to help their children find 
motivation in their daily lives. Parents were very involved in the discussion and 
they were able to walk away with strategies for having win-win conversations 
with their children. Parents learned the best ways to talk to their children 
about their dreams and goals and how they can best support their children in 
achieving them!

Jamie Jimenez
Principal

Parents participating in open dialogue  
with guest speaker Christine MacInnis 

about motivating there kids.

Riviera Elementary
365 Paseo de Arena, Torrance, CA 90505 • 310/533-4460 • riviera.tusd.org

Construction Update
On Thursday, April 23, Riviera Elementary School held a 

Rededication Ceremony that commemorated our completion of 
the school’s construction and modernization. The cafeteria was 
filled with Riviera families, staff members, and state, city, and 
district dignitaries.

Assemblyman David Hadley addressed the audience. The wife 
of Congressman Ted Lieu also spoke on his behalf as both Riviera 
parent and supporter of public education. Our Riviera Chorus, 
under the direction of Mrs. Laura Savitz, sang songs from the 50s, 

60s, 70s, 80s, 90s, and 00s to celebrate the school’s growth from 1952 to the present.
A highlight of the school’s construction history included 10 acres of land 

purchased in 1950 for $25,000! In January of 1952 construction began at 
a cost of $595,000. In September of 1952, the school opened its doors as a 
kindergarten through eighth-grade campus with 14 classrooms. Two years later 
construction began on the cafeteria, and four more classrooms were added.

In 1956 the enrollment reached a peak of 921, and our student body was split 
in half with attendance at both Riviera and Newton. Today our school has 35 
updated classrooms and 656 students!

Riviera’s modernization highlights include a new construction wing, new 
windows, energy efficient lighting, concrete walkways, interior and exterior 
paint, and a new parking lot to accommodate our 70 member staff. We also 
have a guest parking lot and lighting! The scope of the work was huge, and the 
budget was also huge – almost 10 times the cost of the 1952 building.

The renovation was also completed ahead of schedule. The campus has been 
updated and improved for our students and teachers, and the next step will 
continue with the passage of Measures T and U. Security systems, fencing, and 
a 1,200 square-foot science lab are coming soon.

Christie Forshey
Principal

Please see our ad on page 2.
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Towers Elementary
5600 Towers St., Torrance, CA 90503 • 310/533-4535 • towers.tusd.org

An Evening of Science
Have you ever wondered, “How to save Fred?” How about, 

“How far a catapult will launch a marshmallow?” Or maybe, “How 
many drops of water can a penny hold?” Well, the students at 
Towers Elementary did, and after an exciting STEAM night many 
of them could answer all of these questions and more!

On March 19, our third- through- fifth-grade students 
participated with family members in an exciting evening of 
science investigations that used technology, engineering, art, and 
math. Students had the opportunity to visit a variety of science 

stations and get their individual passports stamped.
There was a lot of excitement and chatter heard throughout the cafeteria 

as the students explored and wandered their way from activity to activity. An 
absolutely stimulating night of science inquiry captivated everyone’s attention.

To support our 
first-ever Science 
Family Night, 
the teachers had 
the opportunity 
to receive grant 
money through 
TEF to help fund 
this fabulous 
endeavor. Thanks to 
their support, and 
our hardworking 
teachers, the event 
was a huge success. 
There was fun had 
by all!

Sandy Skora
Principal

Torrance High School
2200 W. Carson St., Torrance, CA 90501 • 310/533-4396 • ths.tusd.org

Poetry Slam
In April, the Torrance High School (THS) auditorium was 

filled with the spoken word. Our eighth annual SLAM poetry 
competition took place with more than 700 students and 
community members in attendance.

SLAM is a poetry competition where competitors are scored by 
five judges. Ms. Susana Gonzales, senior English teacher, helped 
to begin this event and has organized the competition every year. 
This year’s featured poet, Shihan, is a published poet and author 
who runs the Poetry Lounge in Los Angeles.

Ms. Gonzales is delighted that “students love the spoken word” and is 
inspired by the contestants’ courage in presenting poems with intensely 
personal messages.

Mark Cabalatungan, a senior, won this year’s SLAM with “Love Is 
Pinteresting.” In total, 17 poets competed this year.

THS is looking forward to our ninth SLAM next spring. We invite the 
community, our feeder schools, and fellow high schools to come and check out 
the spoken word.

Karim Girgis
Principal

Torrance Adult School
2606 W. 182nd St., Torrance, CA 90504 • 310/533-4689 ext. 8400 • www.tastusd.org

Parenting Is Teaching
Torrance Adult School (TAS) is beginning an exciting 

partnership with some of our elementary schools. TAS parent-
education teacher Diane Trimble and elementary school 
counselor Gloria Gutierrez recently held a series of six evening 
workshops on parenting. These mini-seminars used research-
based material and information to support best practices on 
various parenting skills.

Some of the important topics covered included opening 
effective lines of communication with children, teaching 
positive character traits such as courage and responsibility, 

defusing power struggles with children, stimulating independence as children 
grow older and seven key strategies for school success. The response to the 

seminars was 
overwhelmingly 
positive, so  
Mrs. Trimble is 
planning a similar 
series of seminars 
in the fall in order 
to reach additional 
parents in our 
school district.

TAS is also 
getting ready for 
our 2015 graduation 
ceremony on June 
11 to celebrate the 
accomplishments of 
the Class of 2015!

Dr. Wayne  
Diulio
Director

Second place finisher Aaron Cruz,  
featured poet, Shihan and winner Mark Cabalatungan.

Walteria Elementary
24456 Madison St., Torrance, CA 90505 • 310/533-4487 • www.walteriaelementary.org

The Final Weeks
There are many exciting events coming up as we near the 

end of the 2014–2015 school year. There was an Elementary 
Pentathlon on May 21, and Walteria Elementary had many upper-
grade participants competing. This is thanks to Mrs. Masi and 
Mrs. Ruth, two fifth-grade teachers, who have been meeting with 
their students after school for many months now to prepare them.

On May 28 we will have our Talent Show, an event we do 
every other year with the second-grade team handling most of 
the preparation. Third-grade teachers helped with the auditions, 

because Walteria has a lot of talented students. On June 5 we will have our 
Portfolio Day at the beginning of the school day. This is when parents/guardians 
take time to sit with their child or children and listen to them discuss their 
education and accomplishments. It is a chance for our students to reflect on this 
school year.

Later in the same day, students in the third through fifth grades will be 
participating in the district-wide Elementary Track Meet. Parent volunteers 
have been working tirelessly to prepare the Wildcats involved in this event. 
It will all end on June 18 for our students, but there will be park days and a 
special fifth-grade culmination of the students’ elementary school years before 
the final Thursday.

Yes, we are busy, but it is always about our students and giving them the 
opportunity to shine both inside and outside the classroom.

Bobbie Wynhoff
Principal
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Wood Elementary
2250 W. 235th St., Torrance, CA 90501 • 310/533-4484 • wood.tusd.org

Ready for Summer!
This has been an exciting and busy few months for the 

students at Wood. We have had a lot of events that have kept 
the students busy. They include: SBAC state testing, which our 
teachers and students have handled beautifully; our Wood’s Got 
Talent talent show; and the Fifth Grade History Tableau. Our 
top spellers in fourth and fifth grades completed in the first-ever 
District Elementary Spelling Bee. At this time, third-through-
fifth-grade students are preparing for the District Elementary 
Track, and the GATE students are readying for the District 
Academic Pentathlon.

At Wood, we are focused on working as hard as we can academically, but our 
children love to have fun, too! I am very proud of our students, who I think are 
the best in the world. We hope everyone has a great summer and comes back 
ready and refreshed for the 2015–16 school year.

Dr. Teresa 
Lanphere
Principal

West High School
20401 Victor, Torrance, CA 90503 • 310/533-4299

Players in Success
West High School just received notification that we were 

named a 2015 California Gold Ribbon School. This recognition 
is being awarded to 373 schools throughout the state that 
demonstrate signature practices that provide outstanding 
educational opportunities for all students. This award is a 
reflection of the dedication of the West High staff.

Thanks to Terry from a local gardening concern for choosing 
West High as a Sharefest 2015 project. Terry and his crew 
transformed the atrium in the administration building.

This time of year, we look back at recent months and realize how many 
opportunities our students have to excel. Girls’ soccer and girls’ basketball each 
brought home CIF victories on the same day. Jenna Hernandez was named CIF 
Player of the Year in soccer, and Jasmine Jones was named CIF Player of the 
Year in basketball. Their coaches, Jessica Murphy and Mike Caporaso, earned 
CIF Coach of the Year honors. Leilei Shao won first place in Dance with the 
Torrance Arts Council. West High’s top chorus, Aristocracy, was selected to 
sing the Verdi “Requiem” at Carnegie Hall. The Academic Decathlon team 
placed sixth in LA County and competed in state finals. Molly Kim was selected 
to compete individually at the Academic Decathlon national tournament, where 
she medaled in math and language and literature. Tiffany Hoang took first 
place in FHA/HERO state competition in salad prep, and Emily Takamura and 
Veronia Alkomos each took second place in fashion design and interior design, 
respectively. The Robotics team continued its success, winning four out of 
six competitions. The Speech and Debate team was well represented at state 
competitions, and Alanna Bledman took first place in her event.

West High is proud of every student and their teachers and coaches, whose 
dedication makes all of this success possible.

Pam Metz
Principal

Yukon Elementary
17815 Yukon Ave., Torrance, CA 90504 • 310/533-4477 • yukon.tusd.org

One Great Year!
What an exciting year we’ve had!
A “mad scientist” periodically visited our fifth-graders to 

provide hands-on activities and memorable demonstrations of 
important scientific concepts—certainly a big help when the class 
took the CST science test. “Walk Through California” and “Walk 
Through The Revolution” enriched our students’ understanding 
of these important historical eras in an interactive way. Our 
kindergartners took their annual trip to the beach with their Big 
Buddies to be good citizens and keep our beaches clean. Our 

entire school enjoyed a trip to the Redondo Beach Performing Arts Center to 
see a live performance of Shrek!

For the first time, Chromebooks were available for third- through fourth-
graders. Technology was meaningfully integrated to prepare our students to 
compete in the 21st century. This year, a PE teacher provided wonderful lessons 
for all of our students, freeing grade-level teachers and special coaches to meet 
and collaborate in implementing purposeful Common Core math and English 
language arts lessons. After-school GATE classes provided our high-performing 
students with challenging hands-on activities. PTA gave us wonderful 
Adventures in Art lessons and a memorable carnival.

Yukon’s Mileage Club enabled students to stay healthy and active while they 
set goals and earned “shoes” for every 10 miles they ran, thanks to generous 
volunteers. Our students continued to set individual reading goals each 
trimester as they read great literature and learned how to persevere and build 
stamina by reading “long, long chapter books,” as many call them. By so doing, 
they learned to accomplish long-term goals while reading award-winning books.

All in all, it was a great year at Yukon. We’re undergoing a major renovation 
this summer and will greet you with a new look when you return. Our 
commitment to your children will remain the same, though! We wish you all a 
wonderful, safe summer and look forward to seeing you this fall!

Elaine Wassil
Principal

Victor Elementary
4820 Spencer St., Torrance, CA 90503 • 310/533-4542 • victor.tusd.org

GATE Enrichment After-School Classes
It has been a productive year for the GATE program here at 

Victor Elementary School. Our over 60 GATE students have been 
fortunate to hold after-school enrichment sessions twice a week. 
These sessions allow additional opportunities for the students to 
explore various topics and interests beyond the regular classroom 
instruction.

Fourth-grade teacher Ms. Victoria Perez, Victor’s GATE 
coordinator, differentiates each lesson and challenges her 
students with rigorous activities. The children recently 

experimented with Lego Mindstorms to design and program robots. They 
also developed a deeper understanding of Newton’s Laws of Motion, and had 
friendly competitions playing Gravity Mazes and building Weird and Wacky 
Marble Contraptions.

The students also submitted a “Brilliantly Ridiculous Toy Invention” to 
the Scholastic Reading Club. They learned about simple machines, and were 
challenged to create their own by using everyday household items. Our 
GATE students enjoyed their enrichment sessions, and are looking forward to 
continuing the program and seeing what the next year brings.

Bill Baker
Principal
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Offer ends on 6/30)

http://impulsedancecompany.com
http://www.sfli-ca.com
http://www.jubilateacademy.com
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GROW
EXPLORE
DISCOVER

TORRANCE -
SOUTH BAY YMCA

• Summer Child Care
• Overnight Camp
• Specialty Camps
• Day Camps
• Family Camp
• Preschool

310 325 5885
2900 West Sepulveda Blvd.

Torrance, CA 90505

New online registration at:
www.ymcala.org/tsb

         Piano  
        Instruction   
         All styles of music 
      Kindergarten to adult   
  Torrance studio with easy  
  access to major streets  

Bob Bommarito 

 310-329-5474 
 bommaritomusic.com       
 
 
 
 

Bob Bommarito

bommaritomusic.com

Learn More Today Eye Level of Torrance
3737 Torrance Blvd., #204, Torrance, CA 90503 • 310-792-7714

Stimulate your child’s mind through 
problem solving and critical thinking 
activities to prevent summer brain 
drain. Eye Level provides your child 
with an alternative outlet for ongoing 
education to take a step forward in 
the upcoming school year.

Center Special 
Free Registration & Free Backpack
Must Present Coupon ($75 Value).

Valid only at Torrance Center. 
Offers cannot be combined. 

Exp. 8/31/15

HELP YOUR CHILD
TAKE A STEP FORWARD
THIS SUMMER.

EyeLevelTorrance.com

Los Angeles County Office of Education
9300 Imperial Hwy., Downey, CA 90242 • 562/922-6360 • www.lacoe.edu

Promoting Parent Engagement
I recently took part in two events promoting parent 

involvement in education.  I delivered opening remarks at the 
Families and Fatherhood Conference and served as a panelist at 
National PTA’s “Take Your Family to School Week” Roundtable.

It was wonderful to see so many people who shared a strong 
commitment to help meet the diverse needs of children and 
families. 

I was delighted and honored to have been given the chance to 
speak about a subject that’s close to my heart – as a father and a 
grandfather myself – and that has been a top priority for us at the 
Los Angeles County Office of Education.

I know, from experience, that being a parent is no joke. As a parent you have 
very important roles – as a teacher, a counselor, a coach, a financial adviser, a 
judge and jury, and a protector, and so much more, all at once.

When my children were born, I thought if I could give them anything, I 
would give them that rock – that solid foundation – on which to build their lives. 
And that would be the greatest gift I could offer them.

There’s simply no way to overstate the importance how much parents mean 
to their children and the impact they have in their children’s lives.

By every way we can measure a young person’s life – from social behavior to 
academic achievement to their sense of self-worth and self-esteem – all these 
measurements go up dramatically when parents are there for children.  

Yes, we need more outstanding teachers in the classroom, and more 
afterschool programs for our children.

But we also need families to raise our children. 
No outstanding teacher or educational program or policy can substitute for a 

parent who is involved in their child’s education from Day One. 
We, as education administrators and educators, are doing our best, but we 

need parents and communities – the whole village – to partner with us.  
Together, we can instill a love of learning and an ethic of excellence among 

our children.
We can encourage them to value self-respect and hard work and to set high 

expectations. 
We can tell our children that we expect them to dream without limit and 

reach for those goals. 
As President Franklin Roosevelt said: “We may not be able to prepare the 

future for our children, but we can at least prepare our children for the future.”
You may view PTA’s roundtable on parent engagement in the news section on 

www.lacoe.edu.

Arturo Delgado, Ed.D., was appointed superintendent of the Los Angeles County Office of 
Education in July of 2011. With headquarters in Downey, the Office is the nations largest 
regional educational agencies, providing a range of programs and services to support the 
county’s 80 public school districts and 2 million preschool and school-age children.

Arturo  
Delgado, Ed.D. 
Superintendent

One coupon per student

South Bay
Driving School

Proud Sponsor of
Your School for
Over 20 Years!

Online and Classroom 
Available

(310) 791-1111
3614 Pacific Coast Hwy. • Torrance, CA 90505

Southbaydriving.com

http://bommaritomusic.com
http://www.southbaydriving.com
http://www.eyeleveltorrance.com
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The Summer program is designed to introduce new players to a wonderful volleyball experience, and build the skills 
of Intermediate players to be ready to compete at the next level. Advanced 14 & Under & High School Indoor Clinics, 
and beach programs are also available.

Financial Assistance Available for children/players with fi nancial needs
Applications, Directions or more info? Please connect to

BeachCitiesVBC.com or call 310-546-9150

• Great Student to Coach Ratio: Usually six to one or better
• Campers placed in groups of similar age & experience
• Priorities: Have Fun, Build Volleyball Skills, Have fun!
• Coaches: Strong role models and strong volleyball coaches

• Ten week-long Beginning Camps (age 7 & up) for those starting up
• Ten Intermediate Camps (age 11 – 16) for those with some experience
• Week-long Camps are 8:30 am to 4 pm, including lunch – $450
• Week-long half day camps are 8:30 to 11:30 am or 1 to 4 pm – $250

Locations/Dates
• Week 1: July 13th – 17th: American Martyrs Gym, 
1701 Laurel Ave., Manhattan Beach

• Week 2: July 20th – 24th: LA Galaxy Soccer City, 
540 Maple Ave., Torrance

• Week 3: July 27th – 31st: Oak Street Gym, 
1780 Oak St., Torrance

• Week 4: August 3rd – 7th: 
• Christ Lutheran School Gym, 28850 Western Ave., RPV,
• Westside Neighborhood School Gym,
5401 Beethoven St., Playa Vista

• American Martyrs Gym, 1701 Laurel Ave., Manhattan Beach
• Week 5: August 10th – 14th: LA Galaxy Soccer City,
540 Maple Ave., Torrance

Please sign up for the location most convenient for you

The Mission Statement of Beach Cities Volleyball is to “teach life skills and volleyball skills to young people from 7 to 18.”
Beach Cities Volleyball Club is a non-profi t 501(c) (3) corporation in good standing with the Internal Revenue Service & California Franchise Tax Board. 

All donations are tax-deductible to the fullest extent of the law. Federal I.D. #91-2163900

Hermosa Surf 
Camp

www.hermosasurfcamp.com

For kids ages 7–17
Join over 8000 

happy students.

You will learn:
• Ocean Safety
• Paddling
• Standing and

tricks like the
switchfoot!

A California 
Credentialed 
Teacher is always 
present. We offer 
1 1/2, 3 and 7 hour 
classes for 5 days, 
Monday – Friday.

Vince Ray (310) 370-1918 • surferjay@losangeles.usa.com

Classes have a 
1:6 teacher to 
student ratio 
for safety and 
one-on-one 
attention.

Guitar, Piano, Voice, 
Bass, Drums

Also: Ukulele, Banjo, Mandolin

Nominated Best LA Band ‘96 
Best Guitar ‘97 LA Music Awards

www.peacelandmusic.com 
peaceland@peacelandmusic.com

23706 Crenshaw #105 A&B, Torrance, CA 
(across from Hof’s Hut)

James MusserJames Musser

All Ages, Levels & Styles
Days, Evening & Weekends

Visit us on: MySpace.com/PeacelandMusic • YouTube.com/PeacelandMusic

CAMP

http://www.beachcitiesvbc.com
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Call 866-909 DOCS
or visit california.providence.org/pmi 
to learn about our pediatricians and 
office locations

As parents, we want what’s best for our kids: Great schools, great 
experiences, and especially great health. But we all know that children 
aren’t invincible. And when your kids need care, count on Providence 
Medical Institute. Our pediatricians have been helping South Bay kids 
and their families grow up healthy and strong for many years. 

We’re not just here when your child is doing �ne. We’re here to help 
make sure they stay that way. It’s how we care.

Grow up strong with us.
Choose Providence when 
your family needs care.

california.providence.org/pmi                           1-866-909-DOCS (3627)                  @ProvidenceSoCal

HAWTHORNE • MANHATTAN BEACH • REDONDO BEACH • SAN PEDRO
TORRANCE • WESTCHESTER • WINDSOR HILLS

PROUDLY SERVING SEVEN SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA COMMUNITIES

43rd Annual 
Peninsula 

Basketball Camp
July 20 – 24
July 27 – 31 
August 3 – 7

38th Annual 
Peninsula 

Baseball Camp
July 27 – 31 

38th Annual 
Peninsula 

Soccer Camp
July 20 – 24
August 3 – 7

Location: Palos Verdes High School • 600 Cloydon Rd., Palos Verdes Estates
Time: 9:00am – 4:00pm or 9:00am – 12:00pm. Monday – Friday
Fees: $240 Full Day • $125 Half Day

Fundamentals
Games (everyone plays)
Guest Speakers
Outstanding Coaching Staffs

Camp T-Shirt
Awards & Contests
Certifi cate of Participation
Player Profi le

Swimming
Transportation Available 
($40 weekly)
and much more

Camp features include:

Call for More Info! Tom Maier (310) 377-0690
Sign Up Online: www.PeninsulaSportsCamps.com

19th Annual 
Half Day 

Peninsula Soccer Camp
June 8 – 12
July 27 – 31

11th Annual 
Half Day 

Peninsula Baseball Camp
August 3 – 7

Ages: Boys and Girls 5 – 12
Location: Hess Park, Rancho Palos Verdes
Time: 9:00am – 12:00pm. Monday – Friday
Fees: $125

Ages: Boy & Girls 5 – 14

Summer 2015

Summer Program

Sepulveda Blvd.

230th St.
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Southbay No. 1 Afterschool Education Center

IQ Honors Class
– AMC 8 Preparation

(American Mathematics 
Competition) 

– Common Core 
Preparation

– Qualifications:
 4th grade and up
Entrance examination
Monthly evaluation test

Growth

Quality

Excellence

Fun

310.373.9193

Tutoring For Grades K-12

Class size is limited. Call now to schedule your appointment.

22750 Hawthorne Blvd. Ste.101-A, Torrance, CA 90505
www.facebook.com/iqtutorialcenter

IQ Offers...
- Language Art

- Reading Comprehension

- Mathematics

- Typing Class

- Current Event

- Creative Writing Class

- Library Tour

- Debate & Speech

Enjoy Math Class
EMC is highly specialized 

only for math.
With our very unique 

approach to instruction, we 
have lots of experience in 
math. Trust Us!

• Elementary Math
• Pre-Alg., Alg. I, Alg. II
• Geometry
• Pre-Calc., Calculus
• College Math & Physics
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한국어 상담 가능

Ages 8-18 
Full & 1/2 

Day Programs 
Scholarships 

available 

Summer Sailing CampSummer Sailing CampSummer Sailing Camp   
King Harbor Youth FoundationKing Harbor Youth FoundationKing Harbor Youth Foundation   

Redondo Beach, CARedondo Beach, CARedondo Beach, CA   

Beginner-Advanced Optimist, Basic CFJ 
Adventure Sailing, Sailing & Science 
We also offer Adult Sailing classes. 

www.khyf.orgwww.khyf.orgwww.khyf.org   
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www.khyf.orgwww.khyf.orgwww.khyf.org   

Ages 8-18 
Full & 1/2 

Day Programs 
Scholarships 

available 

Summer Sailing CampSummer Sailing CampSummer Sailing Camp   
King Harbor Youth FoundationKing Harbor Youth FoundationKing Harbor Youth Foundation   

Redondo Beach, CARedondo Beach, CARedondo Beach, CA   

Beginner-Advanced Optimist, Basic CFJ 
Adventure Sailing, Sailing & Science 
We also offer Adult Sailing classes. 
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Call 866-909 DOCS
or visit california.providence.org/pmi 
to learn about our pediatricians and 
office locations

As parents, we want what’s best for our kids: Great schools, great 
experiences, and especially great health. But we all know that children 
aren’t invincible. And when your kids need care, count on Providence 
Medical Institute. Our pediatricians have been helping South Bay kids 
and their families grow up healthy and strong for many years. 

We’re not just here when your child is doing �ne. We’re here to help 
make sure they stay that way. It’s how we care.

Grow up strong with us.
Choose Providence when 
your family needs care.

california.providence.org/pmi                           1-866-909-DOCS (3627)                  @ProvidenceSoCal

HAWTHORNE • MANHATTAN BEACH • REDONDO BEACH • SAN PEDRO
TORRANCE • WESTCHESTER • WINDSOR HILLS

PROUDLY SERVING SEVEN SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA COMMUNITIES

http://california.providence.org/pmi/
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